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Ending Story: The Power of Punkl 

This summer when I was in Japan, I spent a couple of nights in a 
medium sized city in the South of Japan. One night I went out wandering around 
by myself. 1 went into a reggae bar and ordered a coke and started to chatting 
with the bartenders. Chatting is a rough term, because they didn't really speak 
English and I spoke maybe 40 words of Japanese (typical Ugly American!). But 
we were talking about reggae music and using our hands to pantomime our con- 
versations. I mentioned punk (making the hand signal for Mohawk) and they 
both got really excited. The guy who owned the bar started saying "Nu Yahark, 
Hah r Co" again and again. I shook my head that I didn't understand. Finally he 
brought over a pad of paper and wrote down Sick of it All, Agnostic Front, 
Youth of Today and a few other bands! I realized that he was saying New York 
Hardcore! 

Quickly transported to the music of my youth, I started to talk about 
some of the bands on his list that I'd seen live. We talked about him watching 
the bands on video and very quickly we were singing our favorite lyrics together! 
The other bartender says: "Show him Japanese Hardcore". And the bartender 
nods and takes off his shirt. He is COVERED with the most beautiful tattoos 
I've ever seen in my life. Dragons cover both arms and shoulders with kanji 
characters running up both of his arms. As I stared at his tattoos, I noticed that 
he was missing part of one of his little finger! Oh shit, I said to myself — 
Yakuza! 

The Yakuza are Japanese Gangsters and have a long history in Japan. 
But they are pretty serious, witness that when someone fucks up in the Yakuza, 
they often cut off part of one of your fingers! Suddenly it dawns on me that this 
place is filling up with Yakuza! It is about 12:30 and the place is filling up with 
tough guys and hookers (prostitution is legal in Japan till midnight). 

So I excuse myself and run back to my hotel. The bartenders probably 
figured that they had scared the gaijin. But I surprised them both when 1 re- 
turned with my travelling CD collection! The owner of the club and I took over 
the DJ booth and started playing our favorite tunes! We would each play a song 
for each other and the club was grooving to the punk and hardcore sounds . . . 
We laughed and sang the songs we knew! The crowd was definitely getting into 
the experience. 1 heard some incredible Japanese hardcore and was wowed by 
this guy's record collection. 

1 stayed until four am, listening to and playing tunes. When I left, I 
gave him a couple of my harder to find CD's and went back to my hotel to sleep! 
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Crazy Pittsburgh Punk Bizness! 

Featuring Interviews with Brother Inferior and 

Broken. Plus a billion photographs from your 

favorite bands. Submachine, Aus Rotten, 
The ririmaties, The Razzels, The Hellacopters, 
Broken, Stratego, The Supersuckers, Jumbo, 
Control Group, Harem Scartim, Spazm 151, 
Bedford, Gunspiking, and Underprivileged Na- 
tion. Bock on Vinzers! 



. 



Welcome Back to The Snotrag 



Thanks for picking up this issue of the Snotrag. I'm loving Pittsburgh and frankly 
my biggest problem is that I go to too many shows & take way too many pho- 
tographs. And then when I go to make the 'zinc I never have enough space. This 
zine continues my practice of mixing punk with politics (a match made in heaven 
in my frank opinion). This issue is a little short on politics, and a little long on 
music. I hope you all will enjoy my rants & outrageous photos etc. I work hard to 
get the shots & you should groove to the bizness! Some thanks: Gino & Annihila- 
tion Uprising, The Rejx, Aus Rotten & Dave & Corey & F.ric. Pat & RSB, Gun- 
spiking, Bryguy & Marie, Ron, The WPDU crew, Joe, STD, Anti-product, and of 
course Elena. And you for huying this thang! Support local music and media! 
Special thanks to Joe for helping me out with this issue. Look for the next one in 
the year 2000! (If we're all still around. . .) 



So I finished the 
Brother Infcrior/Aus 
Rotten show and head 
out to the street. I'm 
hanging out & I meet 
these cool skaters. So 
I take a few shots. 
This one I like a 
bunch. Thanks name- 
less skaters. 



Ungh. 
I hit three shows last night 
— too many photos & all 
my clothes & body smell 
of smoke. My body is sore 
Zi tired, but psyched. But 

What an AWESOME city! 

Where in the country do 
2+ great shows happen all 
on the SAME night & you 

get to go fo all of them! 
Damn. 




Underprivileged Nation 

at the Peach Pitt. Ruh 

Roh, Shaggy! 




What Would Mumia Do? 

It's easy to think that Mumia will always be alive. Despite expecta- 
tions that he would be executed at any minute, Mumia has been able to stay 
alive on Death Row for years. With the execution hanging over his head for 
the supposed killing of a police officer, Mumia has retained his dignity and 
honor all the while inspiring activism across the globe. 

Wc mustn't let ourselves get lured in to complacency about Mumia 
however. It is too easy to assume that the massive global movement to pre- 
vent his unjust execution will always stop the killing. This isn't the case, the 
movement to stop the killing of Mumia is made up of people who arc simply 
people like you and me. All of us have things to do and other issues in our 
lives. It is important to realize that if we all took a day off and let someone 
else fight for Mumia then he would have no one, and the system would very 
quickly be able to execute him. 

I'm a guilty as the next person — I remember a Mumia march in 
Philly a year ago that I planned to go to, and ran out of money. I remember 
the "important" things that I had to do that weekend, and I remember the 
awkward feeling when I talked to people who had gone. I realized that I had 
fucked up. I should have stepped up and gone. 

The supreme court has just denied Mumia's appeal, and it looks 
like Tom Ridge is going to send another execution order. The time of Mu- 
mia's death is near, unless we all band together and stop it, we'll all have his 

blood on our hands. Stop the Execution of Mumia! 




Bedford - and awesome band from western PA! 




Pittsburgh's 
own Gun- 
spiking! 
Uh-oh, Here 
comes 
Kylie! Un- 
fortunately, 
Reygan isn't 
in the photo 
— but she's 
the punkest 
of all! 



Ah, what a cool gig this was at the Peach Pitt. I wandered down with some 
friends and we watched Bedford rock out the place. A cool emo-punk band, 
they played the coolest three-part harmonies — I'd love to see them play a 
gig with the Razzels. Man it would be power-pop heaven. Then gunspiking 
throbbed the crowd into submission with a healthy dose of grungy/crusty/ 
hardcore/punk savagery. Then underprivileged nation showed up & kicked 
our asses. It was a good night. 





The Ultimatics at their Record Release party — 31st St. pub 




Silver Tongued Devil at the 31st St Pub. Get Hip party 




Punks at 
the Pri- 
mate 
Freedom 
Tour gig 
Includes 
Dan& 
lead 

singer of 
Dairy 
Queens. 



Harem Scarumi nls® 
feature/ ©n the C0K[R 
®f ih£s zine. This 
sh®t is I r®m bc\@zv 
f/urinl iheir T^®ck£n|| 
sd at the [ixmaii' I ree- 
dm 1 ®ur! flss kick- 
ing r®ck! 





Oi Polloi.( above) and Harem Scarem (below) at the Primate Freedom Tour Shovsl 
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F^cord P-evievis 



The Ultimatics: The Viscous and the Clamorous CD. I'm growing 
more and more fond of the slashing guitar sound of Pittsburgh garage rock 
bands. The Ultimatics do it better than almost anyone. The songs are 
tight & about women, booze, chaos & rocking. Pretty cool all things con- 
sidered. 1 heavily advise the record (in fact it has become a daily listen for 
me). I love Who took the fun out of rock & roll, and fuck California. 
2637 S. 18th Street #2 Pittsburgh PA 15210 

Stratego LP. This is a dense complex emo-ish post-punk record. I like 
the changes that drive the grooves on this record. The only bummer is that 
there is a big scratch on side two. PO BOX 1817 Goleta C A, 93 1 1 6 
Dairy Queens/Embalmed Alive 7". Embalmed alive combines grind- 
core vocals with cool punk guitars. The DQ's are one of the coolest bands 
of the century. This record doesn't capture their sound at it's best, but it 
showcases excellent vocals and a tight sound. Pledge and Burn Vacaville 
are the DQ hits that make this 7" rock. 533 Madison St. Fairfield CA, 
94533 

Harem Scarem 7" I didn't think this was as good as they were live. The 
poor recording quality hurts this awesome band. This record combines 
punk screaming with progressive guitar sounds. I like Corporate Pennies. 
PO BOX 14284 s.e. Portland OR, 97393-0284 
Broken/Restarts 7". I loly crap is this good. The restarts are a great 
British punk band with a touch of reggae. Social, loud, political and a 
chorus that includes a spitting! Broken just gets better every time I hear 
their records. They continue their reign of terror with this political 7". I 
think Broken's Excessive force is the winner of this cross-atlantic cooper- 
ation. PO BOX 1271 New Haven, CT06505-1271 
Submachine: Sawed Off Shotglass CD. This is a great collection of 35 
Submachine hits. I love this must-have punk collection, the guitars alone 
are enough to get it. Buy it to enjoy the Big Eye, Mongoloid, and A 
Wreck. PO BOX 71275 Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

AntiProduct: The Deafening Silence of Grinding Gears LP. This is one 
of the best things I've ever heard. I listen to this album all the time and it 
continues to inspire me and make me think. It festers in their hearts, Mod- 
ern Day F*word, and Corporate Tyrannicide are songs that 1 wish every- 
one on the planet could hear. Get this please. 

Oi Polloi: Fuaini Catha LP. A wonderful anarchist punk record from 
these Scottish lads. They were great live, very jovial in person and their 
record is even better! Rocking against the stale! Bocs 'A Phuist 421 Eun 
Eideann, EH 1 1 1JD Alba/Scottland. 
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